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For a lot of people investing can be a mystery. When you begin investing you may have a 
lot of questions. In this article we’d like to try to answer some of the most commonly asked 
questions about investing. 

Where do I start? 
The stock market is a popular way for many people to begin investing. It has the advantage 
of being a well regulated industry with very low barriers to entry. All you need is a brokerage 
account and a little bit of cash and you can buy stock in a publicly traded company. 

How do I open a brokerage account? 
To actually open a brokerage account is not normally a difficult process. You can simply 
contact a broker in person, on the phone, or online and have an account open within a few 
minutes most times. The broker you choose, however, can have a major impact on your 
investing future. There are three basic types of brokers. They are known as full service 
brokers, discount brokers, and deep discount brokers. 

At a full service broker you get a lot of personalized attention. The broker may give you 
recommendations or even manage your portfolio for you. The downside is that full service 
brokers are also typically very expensive. Discount brokers will not typically give you as 
much personalized attention but will gladly provide customer service and general tips as 
you need them. They are usually much cheaper to invest with. A deep discount broker will 
probably not offer much more than basic customer service. As a result a deep discount 
broker is usually the cheapest route. 

Do I need a specific type of account to invest? 
Yes. Depending on your circumstances different types of accounts offer different 
advantages and disadvantages. Speaking with a licensed broker can help you determine 
what type of account is right for you. 

Where do I get investment ideas? 
The answer to this one is just look around you. What industries are you familiar with? What 
products or services do you think are worth investing in? Watch the news and reading 
financial publications are both good ideas to help you get started. Get a mentor who already 
knows what they are doing. Find a way to educate yourself about the market you are 
investing in. 

What investing style is right for me? 
Investment styles range from active day-trading to long term buy and hold approaches and 
everything in between. There is no right answer as to what style makes the most or is the 
best. It has more to do with what you have the time and discipline to do. Initially you may 
not know what approach fits you best. Experience and some advice from someone who 
knows you and has experience themselves can help you identify your personal style. 

How much time does it take? 
How much time do you have? If you don’t have much time to spare then you probably won’t 
be using very complicated investment strategies. If you have more time you can try more 
advanced techniques. 
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What type of equipment do I need? 
A good computer and a decent internet connection is all you need. You don’t need to spend 
a ton of money and have a dozen computer monitors. 

We often get asked about tablets and their suitability for investing. A tablet will work for the 
basics but is limited when compared to a laptop or desktop computer. Currently, most 
brokers have limited tools available for tablets and so a full computer is easier to invest with. 

 


